THREATENED TO DEATH BY THE MULLAHS — BUT
KABIR REFUSES TO GIVE UP
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The one who kills Shahriar Kabir will be rewardechieaven. The mullahs in Bangladesh have
issued a fatwa on him. But no fatwas in the emtioeld can silence this human rights fighter,
journalist and documentary film-maker from the settargest

Muslim country in the whole world.

Shahriar Kabir was recently visiting Sweden ando@oea well-

dressed man in his upper 50s and giving an uncamipiiog

impression.

He has one mission in life and nothing can hindler to lead

Bangladesh towards a secular democracy. Religiarfrisedom of

the individual but it shall be kept away from piokt

He wants to prevent Bangladesh from developinganto

fundamentalist Islamic state.

-We are rapidly going in that direction, he says.

Explosion of militant groups

Three years ago there were nearly 50 militant Iglagroups, which

are threat to secular democracy, responsible fiaegation and terror against minorities, mainly
Hindus and dissidents.

-Today they have grown to be more than 100. Nordtheslim country, not even Pakistan, can
boast about so many militant groups. And they hzolgical protectors.

Shahriar Kabir has been imprisoned twice for higelding fight. Slightly more than 3 years
ago he was the target of an attempt on his lifeyla€Eh he still has after-effects. He walks with a
stick. One leg was broken in four places in a caident, which he knows was arranged. One of
his colleagues died, bled to death, because aamilitospital refused to treat the wounded when
they found out that Kabir was one of them.

He has friends in Orebro

We are meeting in an apartment in Orebro where kéaying with a fellow-countryman during
his visit to Sweden. He has met leaders and menab¢ing parliament from several parties,
Amnesty International and the Pen club. Earliewlas in the USA and met influential
politicians.

-l want to let the western

world know about the

situation in Bangladesh, he

says. The growth of Islamic

militancy if not stopped

now, ultimately that will

also affect your countries,

your democracy, your

national security and even

your welfare. The mullahs

take advantage of

democracy and freedom of

speech, which prevails in

the west by preaching hate

against you. There must be

a global resistance in order

to stop the growth of

Islamic militancy in



Bangladesh and elsewhere.

What do you feel Sweden can do

-There are secular democratic parties and civiesporganizations in Bangladesh that need
your support. And we have a library project in oratespread knowledge in the country. So far
we have established 80 small libraries. This cacdmepared to more than 60, 000 Koran
schools which the Saudis have helped to finance.

Does it not all seem hopeless?

- If we had money we could set up more librariegbiKanswers as if he has not reckoning with
the word hopeless.

He is strongly engaged in the cause of the Hindchontties in Bangladesh, who have become
the target for Islamic injustice.

Mass escape to India

The Hindus voted mainly for the secular partiesrduthe last election in 2001. After the
election, while the Islamists had success, pergatof the Hindus begun. Hundreds of
thousands of Hindus fled to India.

Shahriar Kabir has been accused of conspiring hvdia, the latest in August in connection
with a demonstration by students in Dhaka whichttedashes with the armed forces.

- Completely false and horrible accusations.

In an open letter to the government he has dematdeel exonerated and has asked that the
persons who are behind the accusations which wedksped in the press, be dealt with.

292 of 300 are unfavorably reviewed

Since the beginning of the year Bangladesh is rojed caretaker government that announced
election will be held in next year. The Electionn@uission, which has been appointed to run
the election has already been criticized.

- We have scrutinized all the 300 election officappointed by the previous govt. and we
demanded that 292 of them should be replaced ghthee connections to the BNP or to the
Islamic party Jamat-e-Islami. Otherwise there wnilt be a free and fair election.

Shahriar Kabir has many struggles to fight but &g &lso found a light to hold up to the world
in a documentary film on interfaith harmony in Tratan, a republic in the Federation of Russia.
-Nowhere else in the world have | seen such harnbetween different religions. Muslims,
Christians, Jews and other faiths live side by sidgeatest respect for each other. The
Christians give money for construction of mosqules;Muslims help the Christians and Jews to
build Churches and synagogues. Tatarstan has sogéshtell the world.

| have already written a book on this topic andehtipcomplete my film on this theme by next
year.
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