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Shahriar Kabir’s tour in Sweden

Call for building up a global network of Secular humanists

Second generation of Bengali Muslims living in different countries of the West are
suffering from certain amount of identity crisis, said Shahriar Kabir, Acting President of
Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee (Forum for Secular Bangladesh), while
addressing a discussion program arranged by International Forum for Secular
Bangladesh, at a auditorium in Halunda, Stockholm on 7 October 2007.

Eminent writer, journalist and human rights defender Shahriar Kabir sain, most of the
members of our young generation those born in the West can’t speak Bengali, never
visited Bangladesh and know almost nothing about the history and sprit of the Liberation
War of Bangladesh, which is the most glorious achievement of Bengali Nation. At the
same time these Muslim youths of Europe and North America can’t identify themselves
with mainstream people, main cause of ethnic differences and also facing discrimination
in socio-economic life.

Mr. Kabir said, leaders of Jamate Islami of Bangladesh and their Wahabi counterparts
from Pakistan, Meddle Eastern and North African countries often visit Europe and North
America and address young Muslims. Taking advantages of their identity crisis these
Jehadi Leaders try to brainwash them by saying Islam is their only identity and west is
the enemy of Islam. The Wahabi leaders arrange meetings in th Mosques or any
auditorium call upon the young Muslims of the west to join Jehad in order to establish
supremacy of Allah almighty and Islam. The campaign hate on a regular basis against
democracy, secularism and liberal ideas of the West.

Shahriar Kabir emphasized to build up a global network of secular humanists and young
Muslims of the West to fight back Jehadi frenzy and terrorism in the name of Islam. He
said, those who believe Islam is a faith of peace, tolerance and knowledge they should
come forward to counter Wahabi interpretation of Islam and promote interfaith dialogue
in order to create a World of peace and harmony.

The meeting was presided over by Shahina Begum, President of the Sweden chapter of
Nirmul Committee. The meeting was also addressed by freedom fighters Akhter M
Zaman, Dr. Gopal Dey, Journalist MOhibul Yazdani Dabliu, Dr. Utpal Pal, cultural
activist Chitra Pal, Sabbir Chowdhury, Abdul Hannan, Al-Amin, Mohammad Nayeem
and others.



The main speaker of the meeting Shahriar Kabir asked the activities of Swedish Nirmul
Committee to monitor activities of Jamate Islami in Sweden and to find out war criminals
of 1971, if there is anyone living in Sweden in disguised. He also asked the leaders to
maintain regular contact with Swedish Government and progressive political parties in
order to keep Sweden free from terrorist activities in the name of Islam.

The other speakers emphasized to build up a strong European network of secular
democrats and arrange seminars, workshops and cultural programs to promote secularism
more often.

Cultural activist Chitra Pal mentioned that one Swedish TV network recently telecast one
program to introduce National Flag of different countries. While introducing the National
flag of Bangladesh it was mentioned that Green of our flag is for Islam, which is a dame
lie. The green in our flag is for colour of nature, which was designed before the liberation
war was formally started. Bangladesh fought the liberation war for secular democracy,
not for any faith. The Pakistani army and their local collaborators Jamate Islami killed 3
million Bengalis during the war in the name of Islam. People of Bangladesh irrespective
of faith, casts and ethnicity joined the liberation war.

While conducting the discussion program Sabbir Rahman Khan, a Central leader of
Nirmul Committee and the main organizer of ‘International Forum for Secular
Bangladesh Sweden Chapter’ briefed the President of Central Committee and also the
audience about aims and objects of Nirmul Committee and how the Swedish Leaders are
maintaining contacts with Swedish authority and updating Swedish media, human rights
organizations and Lawmakers about current events of Bangladesh.

The program was attended by the community leaders and activists who came from
Stockholm, Upsala, Orebru and other parts of Sweden, which was followed by Iftar
Party. Apart from practicing Muslim people belong to other faiths joined the Iftar Party
with a festive mood and decided to join soon at a Eid-Puja Reunion.

The session adopted a resolution to present a memorandum to Bangladesh Embassy in
Stockholm and Swedish Education Ministry to take necessary steps to correct the wrong
information about the National Flag of Bangladesh in Swedish media and text books.

Shahriar Kabir’s other programs in Sweden

Shahriar Kabir, eminent writer, journalist and human rights defender of Bangladesh
visited Sweden from 3 to 10 October *07.

On 4 October Shahriar Kabir addressed a seminar at the Headquarter of Amnesty
International Stockholm, which was attended by the General Secretary and other staffs od
Al along with Executives of PEN. Shahriar Kabir briefed AI and PEN about present
human rights condition, which is quite miserable. Duration of his speech was one hour
long and latter members of the audience took part in Q/A session for another hour.
General Secretary of Swedish Amnesty recalled Shahriar Kabir first vosit to their office
in 2003.

On 5 October Shahriar Kabir had a meeting with the leaders of the political Party named
‘Venster’, a socialist partner of the present qualition Govt. Hans Arvidosne, International
Affairs Secretary of the Parliamentary group headed the Swedish counterpart while
Sabbir Rahman Khan and Mohammad Nayeem accompanied Shahriar Kabir. They



discussed present political situation of Bangladesh and need for building up a global
network of Secular Humanists.

On 6 October Swedish daily ‘Nurcess Alehanda’ recorded a long interview of Shahriar
Kabir. This Swedish daily published a cartoon on Prophet Mohammed which created
controversy and radical Islamist took the advantage and organized agitation on different
countries, which include Bangladesh too.

On cartoon controversy Shahriar Kabir said that according to holy ‘Koran’ there is no
scriptural prescript to punish critiques of Allah and his Prophets. In ‘Koran’ Allah said,
He will punish those abuse Allah and his Prophets. Mobilizing agitation on the plea of
hunting religious sentiment of Muslim is an old trick of political Islam, that has no
support in ‘Koran’ and nothing with Islam as faith.

On 8 October Shahriar Kabir had a meeting with liberal democratic ‘Falke Party’ MP
Birgitta Ulson, member of the Foreign Affairs Sub-Committee of Swedish Parliament.
On the same day he met with Ingrid Widlund, Chief of Bangladesh Desk of the Foreign
Ministry.

On 9 October Shahriar Kabir met the Detective Superintendent Pim Marlinson, head of
the department for War Crimes of Swedish Home Office. Shahriar Kabir briefed him on
NIrmul Committee’s movement for the trial of the War Criminals of Bangladesh and
discussed possibilities to try them in Swedish Court. Mr. Pim said that if they find any
war criminals of Bangladesh in Sweden they could be tried in Sweden. He asked for
cooperation from Bangali community in finding out such criminals.

Shahriar Kabir also met some Swedish human rights activists, member of Salvation
Army and film producers during his week long tour in Sweden.
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