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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

This may be my last message. 

From today Bangladesh is independent. 

I call upon the people of Bangladesh, wherever you might be and with 
whatever you have, to resist the army of occupation to the last. Your fight 
must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupation army is expelled 
from the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achieved. 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
26 March, 1971 

12:25 PM 
32 No. Dhanmondi, Dhaka����
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THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE  ORDER 
10th  April 1971, 27th  Chaitra 1377  

Mujibnagar, Bangladesh 

Whereas free elections were held in Bangladesh from 7th December, 1970 
to 17th January, 1971, to elect representatives for the purpose of framing a 
constitution, and 

Whereas at these elections the people of Bangladesh elected 167 out of 169 
representatives belonging to the Awami League, and 

Whereas General Yahya Khan summoned the elected representatives of the 
people to meet on the 3rd March, 1971, for the purpose of framing a 
constitution, and 

Whereas the Assembly so summoned was arbitrarily and illegally 
postponed for indefinite period, and 

Whereas instead of fulfilling their promise and while still conferring with 
the representatives of people of Bangladesh, Pakistan authorities declared 
an unjust and treacherous war, and 

Whereas in the facts and circumstances of such treacherous conduct 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujubur Rahman, the undisputed leader of 75 
millions of people of Bangladesh, in due fulfilment of the legitimate right of 
self-determination of the poeple of Bangladesh, duly made declaration of 
independence at Dacca on March 26, 1971, and integrity of Bangladesh, 
and 

Whereas in the conduct of a ruthless and savage war the Pakistani 
authorities committed and are still committing numerous acts of genocide 
and unprecedented tortures, amongst others on the civilian and unarmed 
people of Bangladesh, and 

Whereas the Pakistan Government by levying an unjust war and committing 
genocide and by other repressive measures made it impossible for the 
elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh to meet and frame a 
Constitution, and give to themselves a government, and 

Whereas the people of Bangladesh by their heroism, bravery and 
revolutionary fervour have established effective control over the territories 
of Bangladesh, 

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh, as honour 
bound by the mandate given to us by the people of Bangladesh whose will 

is supreme duly constituted ourselves into a Constituent Assembly,  and 
having held mutual consultations,  and in order to ensure for the people of 
Bangladesh equality, human dignity and social justice, declare and 
constitute Bangladesh to be sovereign People's Republic and thereby 
confirm the declaration of independence already made by Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and 

Do hereby confirm and resolve that till such time as a constitution is 
framed, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman shall be the President of the 
Republic and that Syed Nazrul Islam shall be the Vice-President of the 
Republic and that the President, shall be the Supreme Commander of all the 
armed forces of the Republic, shall exercise all the executive and legislative 
powers of the Republic including the power to grant pardon, shall have the 
power to appoint a Prime Minister and such other ministers as he considers 
necessary, shall have the power to levy taxes and expend monies, shall have 
the power to summon and adjourn the Constituent Assembly, and do all 
other things that may be necessary to give to the people of Bangladesh an 
orderly and just government. 

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh do further 
resolve that in the event of there being no President or the President being 
unable to enter upon his office or being unable to exercise his powers and 
duties due to any reason whatsoever, the Vice-President shall have and 
exercise all the powers, duties and responsibilities herein conferred on the 
President, 

We further resolve that we undertake to observe and give effect to all duties 
and obligations devolved upon us as a member of the family of nations and 
by the Charter of the United Nations, 

We further resolve that this proclamation of independence shall be deemed 
to have come into effect from 26th day of March, 1971. 

We further resolve that to give effect to this our resolution, we authorise 
and appoint Prof. M. Yusuf Ali, our duly constituted potentiary to give to 
the President and Vice-President oaths of office. 

 
Prof. Yusuf Ali 

Duly Constituted Potentiary 
By and under the authority of 

the Constituent Assembly of Bangladesh. 
����
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LAWS CONTINUANCE ENFORCEMENT ORDERS 
10th  April 1971, 27th  Chaitra 1377  

Mujibnagar, Bangladesh 

I, Syed Nazrul Islam, the Vice-President and Acting President of 
Bangladesh, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by the Proclamation 
of Independence dated tenth day of April, 1971, do hereby order that all 
laws that were in force in Bangladesh on 25 March 1971 shall subject to the 
Proclamation aforesaid continue to be so in force with such consequential 
changes as may be necessary on account of the creation of the sovereign 
independent State of Bangladesh formed by the will of the people of 
Bangladesh and that all Government officials-civil, military, judicial and 
diplomatic who take the oath of allegiance to Bangladesh shall continue in 
their offices on terms and conditions of service so long enjoyed by them and 
that all District Judges and District Magistrates, in the territory of 
Bangladesh and all diplomatic representatives elsewhere shall arrange to 
administer the oath of allegiance to all Government Officials within their 
jurisdiction. This Order shall be deemed to have come into effect from 26 
March 1971. 

Sd/- 
Syed Nazrul Islam 

Acting President 
People's Republic of Bangladesh 
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PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION OF 
BANGLADESH ORDER, 1972 

WHEREAS by the Proclamation of Independence Order, dated the 10th 
April, 1971 provisional arrangements were made for the governance of the 
People’s Republic of Bangladesh;  

AND WHEREAS by the said Proclamation the President is invested with 
all executive and legislative authority and the power to appoint a Prime 
Minister; 

AND WHEREAS the unjust and treacherous war as referred to in the said 
Proclamation has now ended; 

AND WHEREAS it is the manifest aspiration of the people of Bangladesh 
that a parliamentary democracy shall function in Bangladesh;  

AND WHEREAS in pursuance of the said objective it is necessary 
immediately to make certain provisions in that behalf.  

Now THEREFORE in pursuance of the Proclamation of Independence 
Order, dated the 10th April, 1971 and all other powers enabling him in that 
behalf the President is pleased to make and promulgate the following Order;  

(1) This order may be called the Provisional Constitution of Bangladesh 
Order, 1972.  

(2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.  

(3) It shall come into force at once.  

(4) Definition:  

 “Constituent Assembly” referred to in this Order means the body 
comprising of the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh 
returned to the N. E. and P. E. seats in the elections held in December, 
1970, January, 1971 and March, 1971 not otherwise disqualified by or 
under any law.  

(5) There shall be a Cabinet of Minister, with the Prime Minister at the 
head.  

(6) The President shall in exercise of all his functions act in accordance 
with the advice of the Prime Minister.  

(7) The President shall commission as Prime Minister a member of the 
Constituent Assembly, who commands the confidence of the 
majority of the member of the Constituent Assembly. All other 
Ministers, Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers shall be appointed 
by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister.  



(8) In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Office of the President at 
any time prior to the framing of the Constitution by the Constituent 
Assembly, the Cabinet shall appoint as President a citizen of 
Bangladesh who will hold the office of President until another 
President enters upon the office in accordance with the Constitution 
as framed by the Constituent Assembly. 

(9) There shall be a High Court of Bangladesh, consisting of a Chief 
Justice and so many other Judges as may be appointed from time to 
time.  

(10) The Chief Justice of the High Court of Bangladesh shall administer 
an oath of office to the President and the President shall administer 
an oath of office to the Prime Minister, other Ministers, Ministers of 
State and Deputy Ministers. The form of the oath shall be as 
prescribed by the Cabinet.  

Dated this eleventh day of January, One thousand nine hundred and 
seventy-two, being the twenty-sixth day of Poush, One thousand three 
hundred and seventy-eight.  

 

SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN  
DACCA                                                                            President of the  
The 11th January, 1972.                       People’s Republic of Bangladesh.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF  
BANGLADESH ORDER, 1972 

WHEREAS it is necessary to make provisions for the functioning of the 
Constituent Assembly constituted by the Proclamation of Independence:  

NOW, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the Proclamation of Independence of 
Bangladesh, read with the Provisional Constitution of Bangladesh Order, 
1972. And in exercise of all powers enabling him in that behalf, the 
President is pleased to make the following Order:-  

(1) This Order may be called the Constituent Assembly of Bangladesh 
Order, 1972.  

(2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.  

(3) It shall come into force at once and shall be deemed to have come 
into force on the 26th day of March, 1971.  

2.  This Order shall have effect notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained in any other law for the time being in force:  

3.  In this Order, unless, there is anything repugnant in the subject or 
context,-  

(i)  “Assembly” means the Constituent Assembly of Bangladesh;  

(ii)  “Member” means the member of the Assembly;  

(iii)  “President” means the President of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh;  

(iv) “Republic” means the People’s Republic of Bangladesh; and  

(v)  “Speaker” means the Speaker of the Assembly and includes 
any person for the time being acting as the Speaker.  

4.  The Constituent Assembly of Bangladesh shall consist of the elected 
representatives of the people of Bangladesh returned to the N. E. and 
P. E. seats in the elections held on different dates between the 
seventh day of December, one thousand nine hundred and seventy 
and the first day of March, one thousand nine hundred and seventy 
one (both days inclusive) who are not disqualified by or under any 
law. 

5.  Where a seat in the Assembly fell vacant before the commencement 
of this Order or falls vacant subsequent to this Order. An election to 
fill the vacancy shall be held in accordance with the law for the time 
being in force.  



6.  (1) Except as provided in this Article, a person is qualified to be 
elected as, and to be, a member of the Assembly if-  

(a)  his name appears in the electoral roll for any electoral unit 
in Bangladesh;  

(b)  he is not less than twenty-five years of age. 

(2) A person is disqualified from being elected as, and from being, a 
member or the Assembly if-  

(a)  he holds an office of profit in the service of Bangladesh. 
Other than an office which is not a whole-time office or 
one which is declared by law not to disqualify its holder:    

Provided that for the purpose of this Article a person shall be 
deemed not to hold or not to have held an office of profit in 
the service of Bangladesh if he holds or has held the office of 
the Prime Minister or of Minister, Minister of State, Deputy 
Minister or Political Secretary to the Prime Minister or of the 
Attorney-General or Additional Attorney-General for 
Bangladesh, or Government Pleader, or Public Prosecutor, or 
Special Prosecutor, or if he resigns from any office of profit in 
the service of Bangladesh before the first meeting of the 
Assembly;     

For the removal of doubt it is hereby declared that a person 
mentioned in the proviso to sub-clause (a) of clause (2) of 
Article 6 as added by this Order shall not be, and shall be 
deemed never to have been, disqualified from being elected as, 
and from being, a member of the Assembly, and, 
notwithstanding anything in the said Order, the membership of 
any such person shall not be questioned merely on the ground 
that he held any such office at the time when this Order comes 
into force.  

(b)  he is of unsound mind and stands deleted by a 
competent Court;  

(c)  he is an undischarged insolvent;  

(d)  he is not a citizen of Bangladesh or has acquired the 
citizenship of a foreign State or has affirmed or 
acknowledged allegiance to a foreign State;  

(e) he has been on conviction for any offence, involving 
moral turpitude, sentenced after the 11th day of January, 
1972, to transportatioin for any term or to imprisorment 
for a term of not less than two years or for any term 

under the Bangladesh Collaborators (Special Tribunals) 
Order, 1972. Unless a period of five years has elapsed 
since his release; 

(f)  he, whether by himself or by any person or body of 
person in trust for him or for his benefit or on his 
account or as a member of a Hindu undivided family, 
has any share or interest in a contract, not being a 
contract between a co-operative society and 
Government for the supply of  goods to, or for the 
execution of any contract or the performance of any 
service undertaken by Government:  

Provided that the disqualification under sub-clause (f) shall 
not apply to a person- 

(i)    where the share or interest in the contract devolves on 
him by inheritance or succession or as a legatee, 
executor or administrator, until the expiration of six 
months after it has so develop on him or such longer 
period as the President may, in any particular case, 
allow; or 

(ii)     where the contract has been entered into by or on behalf 
of a public company as defined in the Companies Act, 
1913 (VII of 1913), of which he is a share-holder but is 
neither a director holding an office of profit under the 
company nor a managing agent; or  

(iii)     where he is a member of a Hindu undivided family and 
the contract has been entered into by any other member 
of that family in to the course of carrying on a separate 
business in which he has no share or interest;  

(iv)     he is otherwise disqualified from being a member by or 
under any law passed after the 11th day of January, 
1972.  

(3) If any question arises whether a member of  the 
Assembly has, after his election, become disqualified 
from being a member of the Assembly, the question 
shall be referred to the Chief Election Commissioner 
and, if the Chief Election Commissioner is of the 
opinion that the member has become disqualified, the 
member shall cease to be member.  

7.  The Assembly shall frame a Constitution for the Republic.  



8.   A member of the Assembly may resign his seat by notice writing 
under his hand addressed to Speaker. 

9.  If a member of the Assembly is absent from the Assembly, without 
leave of the Assembly, for sixty consecutive sitting days, his seat 
shall become vacant.  

10.  (1) A member of the Assembly, shall, often taking seat, make and 
subscribe, before a person presiding at a meeting of the Assembly or 
before a person nominated by the Speaker, an oath or affirmation in 
the following form namely:-  

I ......................................... do solemnly swear (or affrm) that I will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 
and that I will faithfully discharge the duty upon which I am about to 
enter.  

(2) If a member fails to make and subscribe an oath in accordance 
with clause (1) within the period of seven days from the date of the 
first meeting of the Assembly, his seat shall become vacant:  

Provided that the Assembly may, before the expiration of the said 
period, for good cause shown, extend the period.  

11.  The President may, on the advice of the Prime Minister, summon, 
prorogue or dissolve the Assembly and shall, when summoning the 
Assembly, fix the time and place of the meeting:  

Provide that nothing in this clause shall be construed as preventing 
the President from summoning the Assembly on the ground that all 
the seats of the members have not been filled.      

12.  (1)  The Assembly shall, as soon as may be, choose two of its 
members to be respectively the Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
thereof and shall, so often as the office of the Speaker or 
Deputy Speaker becomes vacant, choose another member to 
be the Speaker or, as the case may be, Deputy Speaker.  

(2)  Until the Speaker and Deputy Speaker are chosen, a member 
chosen by the Assembly shall preside at the meeting of the 
Assembly and perform the functions of the Speaker:  

Provided that before presiding at the meeting of the Assembly 
the person so chosen shall make and subscribe, before the 
Assembly, an oath on affirmation in the form as specified in 
clause (1) of Article 10.  

(3)  Where the office of the Speaker is vacant, the Deputy Speaker, 
or, if the office of the Deputy Speaker is also vacant, such 

member as may be determined by the Rules of Procedure of 
the Assembly shall perform the functions of the Speaker.  

(4)  Where the Speaker is unable to perform the function of his 
office due to illness or any other cause, the Deputy Speaker 
shall act as Speaker, and if the Deputy Speaker is also unable 
to act as speaker due to illness or any other cause, such 
member as may be determined by the Rules of Procedure of 
the Assembly shall perform the functions of the Speaker.  

(5)  During the absence of the Speaker from any meeting of the 
Assembly, the Deputy Speaker or, if the Deputy Speaker is 
also absent, such member as may be determined by the Rules 
of Procedure of the Assembly shall perform the functions of 
the Speaker.  

13.  (1)  At any sitting of the Assembly, while any resolution for the 
removal of the Speaker from his office is under consideration, 
the Speaker, or while any resolution for the removal of the 
Deputy Speaker from his office is under consideration, the 
Deputy Speaker, shall not, though he is present, preside, and 
the provisions of clause (5) of Article 12 shall apply in relation 
to every such sitting as they apply in relation to a sitting from 
which the Speaker, or as the case may be, the Deputy Speaker, 
is absent.  

(2)  The Speaker shall have the right to speak in, and otherwise to 
take part in the proceedings of the Assembly while any 
resolution for his removal from office is under consideration 
in the Assembly and shall be entitled to vote only as a 
member.  

14.  A member holding the office of Speaker or Deputy Speaker shall 
cease to hold that office- 

(a)  if he ceases to be a member of the Assembly;  

(b)  if he resigns his office by writing under his hand addressed to 
the President; or  

(c)  if a resolution expressing want of confidence in him is moved 
in the Assembly after not less than fourteen days notice of the 
intention to move it and passed by a majority of the total 
number of members of the Assembly.  

15.  (1)   The procedure of the Assembly shall be regulated by the Rules 
of Procedure made by the Assembly.  



(2)  Until such rules are framed the procedure of the Assembly 
shall be regulated by the Rules of Procedure made by the 
President.  

(3)  Subject to the provision of clause (c) of Article 14 a decision 
in the Assembly shall be taken by a majority of the members 
present and voting, but the decision relating to the making of 
the Constitution shall be taken by a majority of the total 
number of members of the Assembly; and the person presiding 
shall not vote except when there is an equality of votes, in 
which case he shall have and exercise a casting vote.  

(4)  The Assembly shall have power to act, notwithstanding any 
vacancy in the membership thereof, and any proceedings in 
the Assembly  shall not be invalid only for the reason that 
some person who was not entitled to do so, sat or voted or 
otherwise took part in the proceedings.  

(5)  If at any time during a meeting of the Assembly the attention 
of the person presiding is drawn to the fact that less than one 
hundred members are present, it shall be the duty of the person 
presiding either to adjourn the Assembly, or to suspend the 
meeting until at least one hunred members are present.    

16.  (1)  The validity of any proceedings in the Constituent Assembly 
shall not be questioned in any Court.  

(2)  An officer or member of the Constituent Assembly in whom 
powers are vested for the regulations of procedure, the 
conduct of business or the maintenance of order in the 
Assembly shall not, in relation to the exercise by him of any of 
those powers be subject to the jurisdiction of any Court.  

(3)  A member of, or a person entitled to speak in, the Constituent 
Assembly shall not be liable to any proceedings in any Court 
in respect of anything said by him, or any vote given by him, 
in the Assembly or in any committee of the Assembly.  

(4)  A person shall not be liable to any proceedings in any Court in 
respect of the publication by or under the authority of the 
Constituent Assembly of any report, paper, vote or 
proceedings.  

(5)  No process issued by a Court or other authority shall, except 
with the leave of the Speaker of the Constituent Assembly, be 
served or executed within the precincts of the place where a 
meeting of the Constituent Assembly is being held.  

(6)  If a member is arrested or detained on any criminal charge 
other than a charge under the Bangladesh Collaborators 
(Special Tribunals) Order, 1972, and the Court before which 
any such case is pending against such member is duly 
informed by the member that he has been summoned to attend 
any session of the Constituent Assembly or any Committee 
thereof, such Court shall, if the charge against such member 
relates to a bailable offence release such member on his 
personal recognisance in sufficient time to enable him to 
attend the session of the Assembly or a meeting of any 
committee thereof, as the case may be: 

Provided that the provisions of this section shall not be construed as 
exempting any such member from attending such Court on the day or 
days which the Court may in usual course fix for the trial of the case 
against such member.  

(7)  No member shall be required to appear in person in any Civil 
or Revenue Court, or before any Election Tribunal, during a 
session, and for a period of fourteen days before and fourteen 
days after session.  

(8)  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any law 
for the time being in force, no Civil or Revenue Court, and no 
Election Tribunal, shall proceed, during a session and for a 
period of fourteen days before and fourteen days after the 
sessions, with any matter before it in which a member is a 
party.  

(9) Subject to this Article, the privileges of the Assembly, the 
committees and members thereof, may be determined by the 
Assembly.  

17.  The Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and other members shall be 
entitled to receive such salaries and allowances as may, from time to 
time, be determined by the Assembly by law and until provision in 
this respect is so made, as the president may, by order, prescribe.  

 
 

A. S. CHOWDHURY 
DACCA                                                                                   President of the  
The 22nd March, 1972                                 People’s Republic of Bangladesh 
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